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In October
The month of October brings with it many celebrations.  The month begins with the celebration of 
World Communion Sunday which is on Sunday, October 6th. On October 20th we celebrate Laity 
Sunday. The last Sunday of October, October 27th will be our celebration of All Saints Sunday.   In 
between, much happens in our secular world. The autumn leaves burst into their full colorful glory, 
the air takes on the chill of the coming winter, and of course the final harvesting of the fields occurs.   
School is in full session and the routines of the week are now commonplace.  

Communion is one of the two Sacraments celebrated by The United Church of Christ and in 
most Christian traditions.   The theology of Communion may vary from one denomination to 
another, however the commonality is that all denominations which celebrate Communion believe 
that it is an encounter with God.  The sharing of bread and cup, with words from the Last Supper 
join all Christians together. On Sunday October 6th, the global community of Christians will unite 
together in the celebration of sharing one bread, one cup, and the belief that we are all one body in 
Christ.  

Take a moment to ponder this concept.  Given the diversity of our global society, the differences in 
cultural sites and beliefs, on this one day are all united together as one body, one family, sharing at 
the table of The Lord.  Through this spiritual encounter with God, believers throughout the world are 
one.   The differences in theology and beliefs are put to the side and we are all United as one family 
in Christ.  This is of course the intention of the words from the John Gospel, where Jesus  prays that 
“they all be one”.  Imagine a global world in which race, gender, sexual identity, socio economics,  
cultural identity, education, or age are no longer the primary identifiers  Instead the primary 
identification is that of Children of God, united as sisters and brothers, sharing as one family.  

We Celebrate World Communion Sunday to bring the reality of being one body in Christ into  fuller 
realization   May our prayer on World Communion Sunday and into the future be that we may all be 
one.  
As we come together to celebrate at the table of The Lord, may we remember that we are one body 
in The Risen Christ and work towards making our world a global world that is one family, united as 
sisters and brothers in God. 

Blessings,
Pastor Patrick! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
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C.Y.A.T.C.
 The Young adult group meets each 

Wednesday.  
In October, the group will meet on
October 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 

The group is open to all Young Adults ages 18 
and above.  All are welcome.

The group begins each 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m., 

and ends at 9:00 p.m.  

Come and make some new friends, reconnect 
with old ones, or just come and have a great 

discussion and fun.

Youth Lock In
First Church will host a lock in for all youth in 
grades 8 and above on November 1st and 2nd.  
The lock in will begin at 7:00 pm on Friday, 
November 1st and end at 10:00 am on Saturday, 
November 2nd.  All youth in grades 8 and above 
as well as their friends are welcome.  

Each youth must have a permission form signed 
by their parent, guardian, or custodian before 
being allowed into the church building for the 
lock in.  

Please see or talk with Pastor Patrick concerning 
permission forms.

The God Squad
 

The God Squad will meet on 
Thursday, October 3rd  and October 17th  

The group gathers beginning at 6:00 pm and 
finishes around 8:00 pm.  

All youths grades 7 and above are welcome.  
Come and have some Jesus Time and a lot of 

fun.

Save Our Children 
Names New Director

Lisa Gonzalez has left her position as Executive 
Director of SOC.  She will however serve on the 
board of the organization.  Darla Character 
Johnson has been named as the new Executive 
Director and will begin on September 30, 2019.  
We extend a warm welcome to Darla and look 
forward to working with her.

Community Breakfast

The God Squad will be back in the kitchen one 
Sunday of each month.  

Date To Be Announced
Join us immediately following worship in the 

Great Hall to enjoy a wonderful breakfast 
prepared by the members of the 

God Squad. 

This group of talented young people will once 
again demonstrate their culinary expertise.  
All donations from the community breakfast 
will go towards Youth programming for the 

God Squad. 

Bounce House Profits
From 

Apple Festival
over

$1100.00

Congratulations, and thank you to 
all who worked at the Bounce 

House over the weekend



Mayflower Guild is 
Alive and Well!

Please Join us in the parlor 
on October 15th 

for a program brought to you 
by the Mayflower Guild.

Our guest this month will be 
Amanda Davidson 

from the Lorain County 
Historical Society 

who comes as 
Rosie The Riveter

We will meet at 1:00 PM 
for dessert and refreshments.

This month’s hostess is Diane 
DeFazio

FIRST CHURCH WOMEN  
OCTOBER 2, 2019

As we move into fall, First Church Women will be 
meeting again the first week in October. 

Along with a delicious lunch, we have a great 
program planned. 

Dennis Sutcliffe, 

a Cleveland historian 
and master storyteller will present, 

“Triumph and Tragedy: Ray Chapman and the 
1920 Cleveland Indians.” 

TheCleveland Indians 
had set their sights on a World Series Title, but an 

unspeakable tragedy stood in the way.
 Learn how the team dealt with both a glorious 

and grievous season.

As always, lunch and program for only $6.00
Please join us at 11:30 am for punch or at 

12:00 noon for lunch. 

Remember to sign up in the church office, in the 
Narthex, or across from the Great Hall. 

You can also call the church office at 323-5454. 
All reservations must be made by noon on 

Monday, September 30th. 
See you in October.

Fellowship Team News

SAVE the date!     
Laity Sunday 

Oct. 20     
Special Service

Reception 

following the service for all 
those 

who are so important to running 
the 

First Congregational Church

YOU 

Congratulations to our own 
Jenna Smith

Who has been nominated as Freshman 
Representative to the Homecoming Court 

at Elyria High School
Celebrate Homecoming October 4 this year.

The Homecoming Dance is October 5th



A note from your editor:
The following First Church Women announcement is in the Courier a month early, you say?

Yes, it is. 
 Why? you say. 

Because it was in my mailbox a  month early, That’s why.
AND Because I have had a problem with submissions 

coming into my mailbox in a timely fashion.  
Or not at all.  

So, as I print the October Courier on this, September 23, 2019,  
I want to make sure you put this event on your calendar.

If October is in any way like September has been, 
I’ll be at the Lock in on Hallowe’en, 

Printing the November Courier

FIRST CHURCH WOMEN-WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6th
When those chilly days of early November arrive, follow the wonderful aromas of baking bread and 
soup emanating from the church kitchen. Yes, Sue, Dennis, and Pam will be there preparing a favorite 
lunch for First Church Women.  This particular meal is always popular, so don’t miss out. Homemade 
jams and a yummy dessert complete the menu.

The program for November is Ann Schloss, Superintendent of the Elyria City Schools.  What an 
exciting time for Elyria! All of the school buildings except Elyria High School are being rebuilt. 
Some will be a campus style plan.  Come to learn about the new state-of-the-art buildings and the 
technology benefits that are a part of them.

As always, the cost for lunch and the program is $6.00. Punch will be served at 
11:30 am and lunch served at noon. 
You can make your reservation by signing-up outside the Great Hall, on the table in the Narthex, in 
the church office, or by calling the church at 323-5454.  Reservations must be made by noon on 
Monday November 4th.  If you make a reservation and find you cannot attend, please cancel by noon 
on Tuesday, November 5th.

The Deadline for the November Courier is October 15th.  
Please make sure articles and information are submitted in a timely fashion.

And if  you receive my reminder email, but have no articles, please kindly send a quick 
note so I can move on.  



        

First Church Teams and Team Leaders
Leadership Team:
Anthony Beall, Faith Team
Genny Dangerfield, Moderator
Diane DeFazio, Clerk
Terri Despones, at large / Outreach
Allison Gallaher, at large
Nancy Martier, Treasurer
Rev. Patrick Nicolino, Senior Pastor
Chuck Schillig, Trustees
Ken Smith, Fellowship

Faith Team:
Anthony Beall
Kris Lawrence
Lynn Newell
Cindy Salmon
Sue Schillig
Erin Smith
Raymal Stone
Tracy Belcher
Rev. Patrick Nicolino
Dylan Sanzenbacher

Trustees:
Clare Gallaher
Tyler Holtzman
Diane Page
Chuck Shillig
Mike Thomin
Rev. Patrick Nicolino

Outreach Team:
Bev Becker
Terri Despones
Mary Ann Dyal
Marty Perry
Gary and Mary Sutorius
Patti Thomin
Libby Thomas
Rev. Patrick Nicolino

Fellowship Team:
Allison Gallaher
Ken Smith
Mary Smith
Candice Dangerfield
Tracy Belcher
Betty Salisbury
Rev. Patrick Nicolino

Open and Affirming:
Tracy Belcher
Allison Gallaher
Norm Lundberg
Zoe Povlson
Dava Warner
Rev. Patrick Nicolino

This list of teams and team members is provided for your convenience.  As your Moderator I feel it is 
important that the congregation be kept apprised of the roster of church leaders.  If you have a concern , a 
compliment, or would like to be of further service to your church, these are the people to contact.  

ERROR MESSAGE: The names of Gary and Mary Sutorius were  inadvertently omitted from the list as 
published in August.         -Genny Dangerfield, Moderator

An Appeal from your Moderator
It’s time to do some organizational housekeeping at First Church.  Things that need doing 
are: Pastoral Evaluation, Constitutional Revisions, Leadership and organizational 
evaluation, and evaluation of our service to the community.  It is time to look at our building 
and how it is used.

In order to accomplish all of these things, I am looking for some dedicated, knowledgeable 
people who are willing to go the extra mile to make First Church the best it can be.

Please feel free to contact me by email at:  courier@firstchurchelyria.org
or at my personal email: dangerfield.genny@yahoo.com
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The Courier is published monthly.  All 
interested parties are encouraged to 
contribute articles.  
Please send articles and announcements 
via email to: courier@firstcongelyria.org  
Deadline for November 2019 articles is 
October 15, 2019

First Congregational UCC
330 Second St.
Elyria, OH 44035
(440.323.5454)
www.firstcongelyria.org

Change Service Requested Dated Material
Please deliver by September 30, 2019 

First Church Staff
Reverend Patrick Nicolino, Pastor.  Bette Lou Higgins, Administrative Assistant, ext. 10.    Andrew Page, Business Manager.  Tracy Belcher, 
Education and Outreach Coordinator.  Dylan Sanzenbacher, Organist and Choir Director.  Ross Kingman, Campanella Ringers Director. 
Genny Dangerfield, Courier Editor.( courier@firstcongelyria.org ), Candice Dangerfield, Artist in Residence. Rick Lawrence, Sexton. 
Taquala and Rex, Assistant Sextons.

All Saints Sunday  October 27, 2019

All Saints Sunday is a time to remember those who have died over the course 
of the past year.  We will be observing All Saints Sunday during our worship 
on Sunday, October 27, 2019.  We will be remembering and celebrating the 
lives of those who are no longer with us physically, but continue to be with us 
in Spirit.
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